devoted to doubtfully useful applications of dye dilution curves.
The section on techniques is generally clear and will help the trainee cardiologist to grasp their essential principles. The description of left ventricular puncture is hardly fair, however, for it lists many alarming complications which are bound to occur if the operator adopts the author's suggestion of passing a catheter over a guide wire in order to obtain a ventriculogram; this is a dangerous manoeuvre and should never be attempted.
Part VI on noninvasive techniques seems out of place in this book and is so short that it cannot do justice to them. Part VII, concerned with 'profiles of characteristic hemodynamic and angiographic abnormalities in specific disorders' is unbalanced and too short to be of real value.
This book is well produced and the figures generally are excellent. Despite its shortcomings it should be useful for physicians about to start training in a cardiac investigation unit, although the price may be a deterrent.
DENNIS DEUCHAR
Visceral Afferent Functions of the Nervous System by P P Newman MD pp ix+273 illustrated £8 London: Edward Arnold 1974 The title and contents of this book very much reflect the author's personal view of his field of interest. Thus, we find that the visceral inflows considered are largely of abdominal and pelvic origin; kidney and uterine afferents are omitted and it is a peculiarity of physiologists that visceral afferents of heart and lungs claim the exclusive attention of other -groups. However, these omissions do not detract from the value of Dr Newman's labour. He has brought together information which is scattered and he writes with knowledge since much of it derives from the work of his own group.
It is evidently difficult to produce an embracing synthesis of the various roles of the visceral afferents in regulating autonomic and somatic activities. For example, Dr Newman himself has shown that the cerebellum receives information from the viscera, and evidence that the cerebellum can activate autonomic pathways is available elsewhere. At present, though, little more can be done than to draw parallels from the known somatic functions of the cerebellum to give some hint of its probable visceral functions. This is a problem facing any author in this field, and it is useful to have a monograph which can give some useful ideas to future investigators. This book will be ancillary reading for those who have an interest in the regulation of the internal organs of the major cavities of the body.
It is a pity that the printing gives no pleasure to the reader or support to the author when so much work has gone into the writing; the value of the few half-tones has been reduced by poor contrast on the grey paper on which the book is printed. It is a sign of the times that the price of this series of monographs is rising in spite of the less pleasing production. c B B DOWNMAN Stroke and its Rehabilitation edited by Sidney Licht MD pp xiv +562 illustrated £11 London: Lloyd-Luke 1975 Stroke is a term covering a wide range of clinical conditions associated with an acute disturbance of cerebral function of presumed vascular origin. The residual hemiplegia and communication difficulties dominate the problems of rehabilitation. These problems are amongst the commonest referred for hospital care and for physical rehabilitation and yet the facilities and resources are sparse and arouse little interest. There is still little hard data to help the clinician or therapist plan appropriate rehabilitation and there is a marked lack of critical criteria for evaluation of outcome and comparison of therapeutic techniques. This book is a useful compendium of present methods of rehabilitation even though there is clear emphasis upon the younger and less severely handicapped patient. It is a valuable addition to the relatively meagre list of publications in rehabilitation, but it does not provide a critical approach to the evaluation of rehabilitation techniques which is so urgently needed in a situation of shortage of skilled therapists and rehabilitation facilities. The typical radiological appearance of the various diseases are described and one or many, usually many, examples are illustrated with brief case histories. My main criticism of the book is that it seldom distinguishes between characteristic and nonspecific changes. Fuller discussion of the
